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International Executive Council (IEC) 
Meeting is the highest decision-making 
body of ICID. It is vested with the 
management of the affairs of the 
International Commission on Irrigation 
and Drainage. All matters of policy that 
may be initiated or sponsored by any 
member National Committee or Office 
Bearer or by the Management Board 
comes under its purview. It may itself 
initiate and determine or otherwise advise 
and lay down any policies, decisions 
pertaining to the matters of strategic 
importance. Every year IEC Meeting 
is organized to discuss the executive, 
administrative and financial functions 
of ICID. This year, the 71st ICID IEC 
Meeting was organized virtually from ICID 
Central Office due to Covid-19 caused 
complications worldwide. The meeting 
was held in two sessions on 7th December 
and 8th December 2020 to deliberate 
upon important issues concerning ICID. 

The first session held on 7th December 
2020 took decisions based on the 
outcomes and recommendations of the 
work bodies and permanent committees 
presented through the reports of the 
Chairs of the Permanent Committees on 
Finance, Strategy and Organization and 
Technical Matters of ICID. The second 

session held on 08 December 2020 took 
decisions on the rescheduling of future 
ICID events for which the dates and 
venues had already been fixed, besides 
the announcement of awards, recognition 
of structures, announcement of results of 
election of office bearers and honoring 
the retiring office-bearers and chairs of 
work bodies with plaques.  The 71st IEC 
meeting held virtually turned out to be 
a huge success with the participation of 
more than 150 participants from all over 
the continent. 

Some of the highlights from the meeting 
are:

• Vice President Dr. Marco Arcieri 
from Italy is elected as the Chair of 
Permanent Finance Committee (PFC) 
while Md. Mahmudar Rahman from 
Bangladesh and Mr. Bryan Ward 
from Australia joined the committee 
as members.

• Following members have become 
part of the ICID network as direct 
members Prof. (Mr.) Arun Kumar, 
(India); Mr. Ashok Karva, (India); Dr. 
(Mr.) Ahmed E. Elshaikh, (Sudan); 
and Mr. Anton Urfels, (Germany)

Two new working groups will be 
established as follows:

(i)  Working Group on Land Drainage 
under Strategy Theme ‘Scheme’ 
- To promote drainage as part 
of integrated water resources 
management.

(ii)  Working Group on Water Food 
Energy Nexus under Strategy Theme 
‘Basin’ - To exchange information, 
knowledge, and experience, as well 
as networking on the Water-Food-
Energy Nexus topic in order to be 
up to date with new developments, 
methods, and approaches.  

The meeting concluded with the closing 
remarks of the outgoing President Eng. 
Felix Reinders. He congratulated the 
incoming President Dr. Ragab Ragab 
and wished that he would bring new 
activities to ICID and will take ICID to 
greater heights. President Felix assured 
his continued support to ICID as President 
Hon. in the future. He acknowledged the 
role played by the Secretary-General and 
Central Office in the successful execution 
of ICID activities and thanked them for 
organizing the virtual 71st IEC meeting 
in an efficient manner.

President Elect’s 
Message

Dr. Ragab Ragab, President-Elect 
thanked all the members for the 
support extended to him and for 
reposing faith in him as the next 
President of ICID. He said that he 
was aware of the enormous challenges 
and responsibilities of the position. He 
expressed his gratefulness to IWF/ICID 
UK and its members for their support 
by putting forward his nomination.  
Dr. Ragab solicited the firm support of 
all National Committees, members and 
chairs of the various work bodies, the 
Office Bearers, the Secretary-General 
and staff of the Central Office for 
carrying forward the vision, mission, 
and goals of the Commission during 
his years of presidency.



71st International Executive Council (IEC) 
Virtual Meeting, 7-8 December 2020
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ICID identifies, recognizes, and maintains 
a record of World Heritage Irrigation 
Structures of archival value that are more 
than a century old and help understand 
the evolution of irrigation systems among 
civilizations across the world. This concept 
was mooted at the 63rd International 
Executive Council (IEC) Meeting held 
at Adelaide, Australia in 2012. The idea 
is to conserve these heritage structures 
for posterity on the lines of the world 
heritage sites recognized by UNESCO. 
The Management Board (MB) at its 
first virtual meeting of 2018 (MB-1/18) 
held in Kathmandu, Nepal on 03 May 
2018 revised the name of the scheme 
from Heritage irrigation Structures (HIS) 
to World Heritage Irrigation Structures 
(WHIS). Fourteen heritage structures 
have been recognized by ICID in the 
year 2020.

So far, over 100 such heritage structures 
have been recognized by ICID. For 
details, please visit: http://icid-ciid.org/
award/his/44

Recognized Structures during 71st IEC 
Meeting, 8th December 2020

S CHINA (4): Tianbao Weir, 
Longshou Canal, and Ancient 
Luohe River Irrigation District, 

World Heritage Irrigation Structure Recognized by ICID 2020

36 Weirs of Baishaxi Stream and 
Sangyuanwei Polder Embankment 
System

S	INDIA (4): Cumbum Tank, 
Dhamapur Lake, KC Canal 
(Kurnool-Cuddapah Canal) and 
Porumamilla Tank (Anantharaja 
Sagaram)

S	IRAN (2): Zarch Qanat and Moon 
Qanat

S	JAPAN (3): Tenguiwa Irrigation 
System, Bizenkyo Irrigation 
System, and Jyosai-Gokuchi 
Irrigation System

S	REPUBLIC OF KOREA (1): 
Goseong Dumbeong (Goseong 
Coastal Area Pond Irrigation 
System)



Best Paper Award awarded by ICID 2020
The ICID Journal ‘Irrigation and Drainage’ 
is the flagship publication of ICID. The 
journal is a prestigious, peer-reviewed 
publication, publishing original papers 
on scientific, engineering, environmental 
and socio-economic issues associated 
with irrigation and drainage. It is a rich 
resource of reference to professionals, 
engineers, researchers, university 
professors, and students of irrigation, 
drainage, and agriculture disciplines. 
Its management is governed by an 
International Editorial Board (EB).

' B e s t  P a p e r 
A w a r d '  w a s 
started in 2006 
to  recogn i ze 
the outstanding 
p a p e r s 
c o n t r i b u t e d 
to  ‘ I r r i ga t i on 
and Drainage’, 
annually.  The 
award consists 

of a citation plaque and either US$ 
500 cash or US$ 800 worth of Wiley 

books from M/s. Wiley Blackwell (UK).  
During the 71st IEC Meeting, the Best 
Paper Award 2020 was presented to 
Krishna Reddy Kakumanu, VP Yella 
Reddy Kaluvai, M. Balasubramanian, 
Udaya Sekhar Nagothu, Gurava Reddy 
Kotapati, and Sunitha Karanam from 
India for their outstanding paper entitled 
‘Adaptation to climate change: Impact of 
capacity building, India’ published in 
Volume 68 Issue 1 (2019) of Irrigation 
and Drainage - The Journal of ICID



WatSave Award Winners – 2020
WatSave Awards are annual awards 
that were instituted by ICID in 1997 to 
recognize and encourage the development 
of innovative ideas to facilitate robust and 
result-oriented technologies that could be 
implemented to save the usage of water 
for agricultural purposes. This year, the 
recipients received awards under four 
categories—Innovative Management, 
Technology, Young Professionals, and 
Farmer. The winners of the 2020 WatSave 
Awards for various categories were:

1.  I N N O V A T I V E  W A T E R 
MANAGEMENT AWARD 

Mr. Mahdi Afsari (Iran) for his 

work on “Sub-surface Irrigation and Tree 
Shades”, Introduction of drip irrigation 
and sub-surface irrigation technology 
to adapt to water scarcity in Faizabad-
MahVelat area in Khorasan Razavi 
province. Awnings for pomegranate 
trees along with steam generators were 
developed against higher temperatures. It 
resulted in a significant reduction in water 
consumption with better pomegranate 
production.
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2.  TECHNOLOGY AWARD

Dr. Nasser Sedaghati (Iran) for 
his work on “Use a Low-Pressure Sub-
surface Irrigation System with Perforated 
PVC Pipes to reduce Water Consumption 
in Pistachio Orchards”. In this system, 
water is conveyed from the source to 
the subsurface gravity pipes that are 
perforated around the root zone of the 
trees. There are also vertical tubes 
installed for ventilation. It resulted in 
a 25% reduction in water consumption 
(about 1,800 m3/ha) and a 62% increase 
in water use efficiency compared to flood 
irrigation.

3.   Y O U N G  P R O F E S S I O N A L 
AWARD

 
Mr. Mohammad Sadegh Keshavarz 
and Dr. Hamed Ebrahimian (Iran) 
for their work on “Reduction of Water and 
Phosphorous Losses and Soil Erosion by 
Micro-Dams in Furrow Irrigation”, Micro-
dams were built as water barriers inside 
the irrigated furrows to reduce surface 
water velocity and consequently reduce 
runoff and soil erosion losses in open-end 
furrows. The effectiveness of micro-dams 
in controlling erosion techniques can be 
adequately used for sloping areas where 
the soil is prone to erosion.

4.   FARMERS AWARD

Mr. Mekala Siva Shankar Reddy 
(India) for his work on “Micro Irrigation 
with Fertigation”, Despite adverse 
weather conditions in a drought-
prone area in Southern India, Mr. 
Reddy successfully harvested healthy 
crops using water-conserving irrigation 
practices like drip and micro-sprinklers 
with the use of organic inputs and 
mulching. He has economically harvested 
a variety of crops such as grape (red & 
green), fig, hybrid papaya, pomegranate, 
hybrid muskmelon, pink guava, chia, 
and quinoa. 

For details, please visit http://icid-ciid.org/award/watsave/43

as well as collectible among irrigation 
and drainage fraternity. The book along 
with congratulatory messages from 
international industry leaders traces 
ICID’s journey within the irrigation and 
drainage landscape over the years. 
It presents a brief introduction about 
ICID’s awards, publications, knowledge 
platforms, and international networks. 

T h e  u p c o m i n g  p u b l i c a t i o n s 
commemorating ICID’s 70 years within 
the irrigation industry are (i) 2nd Edition 
of Water Saving in Agriculture and (ii) 
ICID Registered World Heritage Irrigation 
Structures which will be brought out during 
the concluding function that is proposed 
to be organized during ICID’s annual 
events in 2021 in Morocco. 

and new members of ICID as well as 
various water sector stakeholders, and 
act as a catalyst in ICID’s future years 
of growth. 

One of the key publications in the 
celebration is the Coffee Table Book, 
which is considered to be a repertoire 
of knowledge and information on the 
growth and evolution of ICID over its 
70 years of its existence. ICID Coffee 
Table Book 2020’s global launch 
was organized during the 71st IEC 
Meeting on 8th December 2020. It was 
presented virtually by President Felix 
during the Council meeting.  President 
acknowledged the bringing out of Coffee 
Table Book as one of the highlights of his 
period of the presidency and expected 
that it would serve as a reference book 

ICID 70th Anniversary Celebrations: Global Launch of Coffee Table Book 2020

Celebrating the 70th Year of ICID’s 
Formation (ICID70), beginning from 24 
June 2019 many activities were organized 
ranging from seminars, webinars, videos, 
workshops, and virtual events. The year-
long celebrations were planned in such 
a way that it would provide an excellent 
opportunity to reconnect with the past 
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Newly Elected Office Bearers (2020-2023)

Prof. Dr. Ragab Ragab (UK)

Dr. Ragab Ragab was elected as the new 
ICID president during the 71st IEC Meeting, 
December 2020. He will be serving as the 
president for the next three years from 
2020 to 2023. 

Dr. Ragab (born in 1949) obtained his 
obtained BSc. in Soil and Water Sciences 
(1970), MSc. in Irrigation (1974), and Ph.D, 
in Rural Engineering from the University 
of Leuven, Belgium (1982). Presently, he 
is serving as the Principal Hydrologist and 
Water Resources Management Specialist 
(Professor level) at UK Centre for Hydrology, 
Wallingford. As an editor at the Journal 
of Agricultural Science, he contributes to 

Cambridge University Press (2013-present). 
He is also serving as an Adjunct Professor 
at Soil and Water Sciences Dept., University 
of Alexandria, Egypt since 2006. 

He has more than 40 years of experience in 
irrigation, drainage, catchments hydrology, 
remote sensing application in hydrology, 
integrated water management, climate 
change impact on water resources, soil-
water-plant- atmosphere relations, rainfall 
harvesting, use of poor-quality water 
(saline/brackish, treated wastewater) for 
crop production, organic farming and 
urban hydrology.

Dr. Ragab is also associated with many 
professional organizations which include: 
British Society of Soil Science Society (BSSS), 
American Society of Agronomy (ASA), 
Soil Science Society of America (SSSA), 
European Soil Science Society, Irrigants 
Europe – IE, and European Soil and Land 
Use Management. He has contributed 
to 122 selected publications, excluding 
reports, and developed models like IHMS, 
SALTMED 2019, and HYDROMED. He has 

President
also received over 15 global awards and 
recognitions for his commendable work in 
the irrigation and drainage sector, including 
Egypt State Recognition and Merit Award 
for Scientific Achievements, The Baron’s 
500: Leaders for the New Century, ICID 
Award of Excellence (2002,2012,2013,2014) 
and Best Paper Award 2018. 

Dr. Ragab has actively contributed to the 
ICID. He was the Vice President at ICID 
from 2010-2013. He served as the Chairman 
of the British National Committee on 
Irrigation and Drainage (ICID-UK) (2007-
2011) and headed many working groups 
like WG-PQW, WG-CROP, and Member 
WG-DROUGHT, NWRI, MWSCD, and, RWH. 
He was the Chairman of PCSO during the 
period 2011-2014. Over the years, Dr. Ragab 
actively participated in several events of 
ICID including IECs and Congresses. He 
also authored and co-authored numerous 
scientific papers and Editor and Co-Editor 
of several special issues of International 
Journals as well as Conference Proceedings.



Vice Presidents

Prof. Choi, Jin-Yong (South 
Korea) 

Dr. Choi, Jin-Yong (born 
in 1966), obtained his 
Ph.D. from Seoul 
National University 
in 1996. Presently, he 
is a Professor in the 
Department of Rural 
Systems Engineering, 
College of Agriculture 
and Life Sciences, 
Seoul National University. He is currently 
the President of Korean Society of 
Agricultural Engineers. He has a specialty 
in irrigation and drainage engineering on 
agricultural water resources management. 
His research career has also devoted 
in interdisciplinary research on ICT 
application, climate change, nexus, etc. 
He also attended various events of ICID 
and is a member of WG-Climate and EG-
Journal. He is bestowed with international 
and national awards.

Dato‘ Ir. Nor Hisham bin Mohd 
Ghazali (Malaysia) 
Dato‘ Ir. Nor Hisham 
bin Mohd Ghazali (born 
in 1962), is M.Eng. 
(Coastal & Maritime) 
from Univerisiti 
Teknologi, Malaysia in 
2008. Presently, he is 
the Director-General, 
Department of Irrigation 
and Drainage, Malaysia. 
He has 24 years of 
experience in the field of Engineering Water 
Management and Irrigation. In his two decades 
long career, he has lead several bid budget 
water management projects worth USD235 
million and is a recipient of 13 international 
and national awards. His involvement with 
ICID began 14 years ago in 2006 through his 
contribution in the technical committee for the 
3rd Asian Regional Conference. In addition, 
he has also received recognition as ASEAN 
Chartered Professional Engineer, Certified 
Professional in Erosion and Sediment Control, 
and Registered Professional Engineer with a 
Practicing Certificate. Based on his specialization 
he was appointed as the Subject Matter Expert 
in coastal Management by the Department of 
Irrigation and Drainage, Malaysia.

Eng. Rafat Nael AbdulGhani  
Al-Intaki  (Iraq) 
Eng .  Ra fa t  Nae l 
AbdulGhani Al-Intaki 
(born in 1978), is a 
Graduate in Irrigation 
a n d  D r a i n a g e 
Engineer ing f rom 
Baghdad University, 
College of Engineering 
in  2003  and  a 
Postgraduate Diploma in 
Geographic Information 
Systems Science from Technology University 
in 2015. Presently, he is the Chief Engineer 
in the Iraqi Ministry of Water Resources. 
He has professional experience of 17 years. 
He has undergone several international 
courses, viz. Short course in irrigation and 
soil salinity in 2008 by Rural Solution SA/ 
Australia; Advanced GIS training course in 
2009 by USAID / Tatweer, International Water 
Law in 2013 by UN Institute for Training and 
Research, Switzerland; Law of Transboundary 
Aquifers in 2014, etc. He was also a Joint 
Coordinator of ICID Young Professionals’ 
e-Forum from 2016-2019.


 



 

|| International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage ||

6  News Update   December | 2020

Re-appointment of 
Secretary-General, ICID

During the 71st IEC Meeting, Secretary-
General AB Pandya was re-nominated 
as ICID’s Secretary-General for a further 
period of four years starting from 01 
January 2021 to 31 December 2024. 
The Council members expressed their 
appreciation for the excellent work being 
undertaken by the Central Office under 
his leadership during his tenure.

Eng. A. B. Pandya, from India, is 
an alumnus of the Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT) New Delhi. He 
completed his M.Tech in Structural 
Engineering (1983). SG Pandya has 
over 40 years of professional experience 
in water resources and irrigation 
planning, design, implementation, and 
financing. He has a sound knowledge 
of various aspects of irrigation and 
drainage engineering with a strong 
competence in leveraging technologies 
in core areas, especially Information 
Technology. He specializes in dam 
design and related activities. He has 
over twenty technical publications to 
his credit. He began his career with 
the Central Water Commission (CWC) 
in 1977 as Assistant Director and 
later served as its Chairman. In his 
professional career, he occupied top 
positions in various Government of India 
(GoI) offices under the Ministry of Water 
Resources (MoWR), including Director-
General, National Water Development 
Agency (NWDA) and Chairman and 
Managing Director, National Projects 
Construction Corporation (NPCC). He 
also served as the Vice President of 
ICID for the period 2014-16 and made 
an active contribution to the various 
activities of the Commission. An avid 
proponent of irrigation and hydropower 
projects, he has been a key figure 
behind the establishment of International 
flagship events like ‘India Water Week’ 
for MoWR, and also established the 
‘National Conference on Dam Safety’, an 
annual event with assistance from World 
Bank-funded Dam Rehabilitation and 
Improvement Project (DRIP). Formerly, 
Chairman, Central Water Commission 
(an apex body under Government of 
India) in New Delhi, India, he may be 
contacted at e-mail: sec-gen@icid.org.

Retiring Office Bearers (2017-2020)

President Hon. 

President Hon. Eng. Felix Britz 
Reinders (South Africa) 

Eng. Felix Britz 
Reinders is a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
engineer with 
about 41 years 
of experience 
in the field of 
Agriculture and 
Civil Engineering. 
H e  h o l d s 
specialization in 

water resources management and 
irrigation engineering, including research, 
design, training, and mentoring. Born 
in 1955, Eng. Reinders completed his 
Engineering studies in 1979 from the 
University of Pretoria, South Africa. 
He has authored many scientific and 
semi-scientific papers and articles in the 
field of irrigation and served on various 

Water Research Commission projects. 
Eng. Reinders is also a visiting lecturer 
at UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water 
Education, where he imparts knowledge 
on the design and operation of Drip and 
Sprinkle irrigation systems.

Eng. Reinders has been actively involved 
in the establishment of the South African 
National Committee on Irrigation and 
Drainage (SANCID) as a member of ICID 
in 1993. He served as the Vice-Chairman 
of SANCID from 1993-1999 and as its 
Chairman for the period 2000-2003 and 
2008-2014. Eng. Reinders was elected 
as Vice President of ICID for the period 
2005-2008. He successfully chaired 
and organized the 51st IEC Meeting 
and 6th International Micro Irrigation in 
South Africa in October 2000. Under his 
chairmanship for the period 2008-2011, 
SANCID was adjudicated as the Best 
Performing National Committee of ICID.

Vice Presidents Hon. 

Dr. K. Yella Reddy (India) 
Dr. Reddy is 
the Director of 
Water and Land 
M a n a g e m e n t 
Train ing and 
R e s e a r c h 
I n s t i t u t e 
(WALAMTARI), 
Hyderabad since 
2012. He did his 
Masters (1984) 

and Ph.D. (2002) from the Indian Institute 
of Technology (IIT) Kharagpur. Dr. Reddy 
has rich experience of above 30 years 
in teaching, research, extension, project 
management, and administration. Under 
his supervision, he successfully guided the 
Norwegian-funded "ClimaAdapt” Project 
implemented in the Nagarjuna Sagar 
project area during 2012-17. Dr. Reddy 
has established collaboration with the 
international center of excellence in water 
resources management (ICEWaRM), 
Adelaide, Australia, and organized 15 
Australia Award fellowships during 2016. 
He has organized various national and 
international events successfully.

He has been actively involved in ICID 
activities since 2008. Dr. Reddy has 
successfully organized two side events, 
during the 22nd ICID Congress held 
in Gwangju, South Korea in 2014 and 
the 2nd World Irrigation Forum held in 

Chiang Mai, Thailand 2016, involving 
WALAMTARI, FAO, Norwegian Institute 
of Bio-Economy, and other international 
partners. He was also the recipient of 
ICID WatSave Technology Award in 
2008. Since 2010, he is the Secretary 
of ICID's WG-Water & Crop Workbody 
and actively contributes to the mandate. 

Dr. Brian T. Wahlin (USA) 
Dr. Br ian T. 
Wa h l i n  h a s 
23 years of 
e x p e r i e n c e 
i n  hyd rau l i c 
engineering and 
water resources. 
Throughout his 
career, he has 
analyzed the 
impacts of flowing 

water on bridges, dams, levees, and 
irrigation canals and has a unique blend 
of research and practical experience. Born 
in 1969, Dr. Wahlin holds Ph.D. in Civil 
Engineering (2002) related to automatic 
control of irrigation canals from Arizona 
State University. He has written over 
50 professional papers and reports in 
the field of water resources, hydraulics, 
hydrology, and sedimentation engineering. 
In his career span, Dr. Wahlin has spoken 
in over 30 conferences and won many 
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awards. He is currently a lead instructor 
for four different HECRAS courses and 
has conducted over 50 short courses.

Dr. Wahlin has been an active member 
of USCID for several years, having 
made technical presentations during 
the USCID conferences, and has also 
chaired a USCID conference. He was an 
active participant during the 2nd World 
Irrigation Forum and a panel expert during 
the 23rd ICID Congress held in Mexico 
City in October 2017. He is currently 
the President of the U.S. Committee on 
Irrigation and Drainage (USCID) and 
Vice-President of WEST Consultants, 
Inc. managing their WEST’s Tempe, 
Arizona office. 

Eng. Naoki Hayashida (Japan) 
E n g .  N a o k i 
H a y a s h i d a , 
Japan Er. Naoki 
Hayashida has 
worked  w i th 
the  M in is t r y 
of Agriculture, 
Forestry, and 
Fisheries (MAFF) 
for 36 years and 
engaged in the 
design, planning, 

construction, international affairs, and 
policymaking concerning agriculture and 
rural development in Japan. He has 
knowledge and experience concerning 
international cooperation for agriculture 
and rural development which he obtained 
during his tenure as the Deputy Director-
General for International Affairs at MAFF 
and as the First Secretary of the Embassy 
of Japan and Philippines.

Eng. Hayashida’s contribution to ICID 
activities dates back to 2002 during the 
18th Congress and 58th IEC held in 
Montreal, Canada. He participated in 
various ICID Meetings (2014-2016, 2002 
and 1998) and served as the President of 
the Japanese Association of ICID since 
2014. He served as Secretary-General of 
JNC-ICID from 2002 to 2004. In addition, 
Eng. Hayashida has actively served as 
a member of ASRWG and PFC of ICID 
since 2014. Born in 1953, Eng. Hayashida 
completed his Bachelors in Agriculture 
from Kyoto University, Japan, and M.Sc. 
from the University of California Davis, 
C.A U.S.A. He currently serves as the 
Chairman of the Japanese Society of 
Rural Development Engineers and as 
Vice-President of the Japanese Society 
of Irrigation, Drainage, and Engineering, 
which is the largest academic organization 
for irrigation and drainage in Japan.

Retiring Chairs of Workbodies



Mr. Tollefson has authored/presented more than 
20 papers in various publications/forums.

VPH Dr. Karim Shiati (Iran), Chairman, 
ASRWG (2006-2020)
Vice President Hon. Dr. Shiati (born in 1951) 
obtained B.Sc. in Irrigation Engineering (1969-
1973, Iran); M.Sc. in Water Resources Engineering 
(1977, The Netherlands); and Ph.D. in Water 
Resources Environment (1991, The Netherlands). 
At present, he is working as Project Manager 
/ Coordinator of Sustainable Development of 
Aras Border River Project, YEKOM Consulting 
Engineering, Iran. Dr. Shiati is a member of ICID 
Workbodies ASRWG and WG-PQW.
His work experience includes - (1) Director of 
Water Resources Department (1991-till date); 
(2) Project Manager/Coordinator of Central 
Consultant for Irrigation Improvement Project 
(1993-2001); (3) Project Manager of Diversion 
Dams and Irrigation and Drainage Networks 
for Jereh, Khesht and Dulaki Plains, Phase II 
studies (1984-1987); (4) Senior Water Resources 
Engineer in Ministry of Agricultural Jihad & Japan 
International Corporation Agency (1984); and (5) 
Water Resources Engineer (1977-1983).

Dr. Tsugihiro Watanabe (Japan), 
Chairman, WG-CLIMATE (2015-2020)
Dr. Tsugihiro WATANABE is a project professor of 
the Center for Water Cycle, Marine Environment 
and Disaster Management (CWMD) of Kumamoto 
University, Japan. He is also a professor emeritus 
and a specially appointed professor of Kyoto 
University and serves as a special adviser to 
the president of Wenzhou University in Zhejiang, 
China. He got his doctor's degree in agricultural 
engineering from Kyoto University (1989). 
Previously, in Japan, he was a research assistant 
(1984-89) and associate professor (1989-1995) 
of Kyoto University, associate professor of Osaka 
Prefecture University (1995-2001), associate 
professor and professor of RIHN (Research 
Institute for Humanity and Nature) (2001-2013), 
and a professor of Graduate School of Global 
Environmental Studies, Kyoto University (2013-
2019). He has research experience of about 45 
years related to irrigation management, rural 
hydrological regime, and climate change impacts 
on basin hydrology and agriculture. His case study 
areas cover both humid and arid areas, mainly 
in Japan, Inner-Mongolia of China, California 
of USA, Kazakhstan, Turkey, and Egypt. He 
had been acting as the president of JSIDRE 
(Japanese Society of Irrigation, Drainage, and 
Rural Engineering), the president of PAWEES 
(International Society of Paddy and Water 
Environment Engineering), and the President 
of JSHWR (Japanese Society of Hydrology 
and Water Resources). He also served as the 
chair of the Working Group on Global Climate 
Change and Agricultural Water Management 
(WG-CLIMATE) of ICID and was the secretary 
of the Scientific Committee of ILEC (International 
Lake Environment Committee). He has over 
230 publications including peer-reviewed journal 
papers, book chapters, and general reports. His 
recent publications include a book titled “Climate 
Change Impacts on Basin Agroecosystems” 
edited by T. Watanabe et al. (2018, Springer), 
and a book chapter in “Climate Change in Asia 
and the Pacific” edited by V. Anbumozhi et al. 
with ADBI, 2012.

PH Prof. Dr. Bart Schultz (The 
Netherlands), Chairman, EB-JOUR 
(2002-2020)
President Hon. Prof. Dr. Bart Schultz graduated 
from the Delft University of Technology, Delft, The 
Netherlands, and obtained his Ph.D. degree on 
the topic “Water Management of the drained lakes 
in the Netherlands” from the same University. His 
career spans over 30 years of research, advising 
and project implementation in the field of land 
and water development, drainage, irrigation, and 
environmental engineering. Most of the time 
he worked as head of the Water Management 
Division in the IJsselmeerpolders Development 
Authority, holding a part-time appointment at 
the UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water Education. 
He is a senior advisor in the Civil Engineering 
Division of Rijkswaterstaat. He is responsible 
for environmental impact studies on major 
hydraulic works, as well as for advice, design, 
and implementation of large-scale environmental 
engineering projects, among others.
At UNESCO-IHE, Prof. Schultz is responsible 
for education and research in Land and Water 
Development. His guidance enabled about 190 
overseas participants in obtaining a Master of 
Engineering degree (MEng), about 95 for a 
Master of Science degree (MSc), and 6 for a 
Ph.D. degree. From September 1999 to July 
2002 he was President of the International 
Commission on Irrigation and Drainage (ICID). 
He authored more than 180 articles in the field 
of land reclamation, drainage, and irrigation 
and edited several proceedings of National and 
International Conferences. He retired as the 
Chairman of the Editorial Board of Journal of 
Irrigation and Drainage of ICID. He visited more 
than 30 countries to apprise, evaluate, advise, on 
land reclamation, drainage, and irrigation projects.

VPH Laurie Tollefson (Canada), 
Chairman, PFC (2013-2020)
Vice President Hon. Mr. Laurie Tollefson obtained 
his M.Sc. (Soil Physics) from the University of 
Saskatchewan in 1985. At present, he is working 
as National Science Manager, Agricultural 
Water, Agriculture, and Agri-Food Canada. He 
is the Secretary-Treasurer, Canadian National 
Committee, ICID (CANDID), and Canadian 
Executive Member (CANCID Secretariat) since 
1992. Mr. Tollefson has served the Canadian 
Government and the profession of irrigation 
and drainage in Canada and other countries 
(Egypt, China, Afghanistan, Ethiopia, Chile, Cuba, 
and Iran) for more than 30 years. He is also 
associated with various professional societies 
which include, Canadian Water Resources 
Association; the Canadian Committee on Irrigation 
and Drainage; the Agriculture Institute of Canada, 
Saskatchewan Institute of Agrologists, American 
Society of Agronomy, etc. Mr. Tollefson was 
awarded the Distinguished Agrologist Award by 
the Saskatchewan Institute of Agrologists in 2009. 
CANCID recognized his outstanding contribution 
to the sustainability of land resources under 
irrigation and drainage in 2002. Mr. Tollefson is 
also associated with various voluntary activities.
Mr. Tollefson served as the Chairman of the 
Task Force on Water for Bio-energy and Food 
(TF-BIOENERGY) since 2010 and Vice Chairman 
of WG-Poverty, and Member of WG-CROP since 
1992. He has also been a member of many 
committees on various occasions for ICID work. 
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International Commission on  
Irrigation and Drainage (ICID)

Online Certificate Course on Dam and Network Safety Assurance
International Commission on Irrigation 
and Drainage (ICID) in collaboration 
with the Aqua Foundation Academy is 
organizing an online certificate course on 
Dam and Network Safety Assurance. The 
faculty team includes renowned industry 
stalwarts who have witnessed situations 
first hand and provides mentorship for 
requisite skill sets in view of the growing 
importance of an assured delivery of 
water to the beneficiaries and continued 
assurance of performance worthiness of 
the components involved. 

The course is meant for the professionals 
directly engaged in the works of 
maintaining and managing the irrigation 
and multipurpose projects having 
headworks in form of storage structures 
of various sizes and associated water 
distribution networks for providing water 
to the beneficiaries. The course aims at 
improving the skills of the professionals 
entrusted with the responsibility of directly 
managing the facilities and ensuring their 
safety as well as reporting the status to 
a higher level of management. 

After the success of the first batch with 
more than fifty international participants, 
the second batch is in process. For 
detailed course structure, registration 
process, free structure, and industry 
collaborations, please visit https://www.
damsafety.co/

Contact Details:

ICID: Mr. Harish Kumar Varma, 
Executive Director,ICID, Tel : +91-11-
26115679, +91-11-26116837, E-mail: 

icid@icid.org, Website: https://www.
icid-ciid.org

AF Academy: Ms. Praggya Sharmaa, 
Secretary General, AF Aademy, Email: 
info@aquafoundation.in; praggya@
damsafety.co

A new batch is being launched shortly! 
Please register at: https://www.
damsafety.co/register



Important Announcements 

72nd IEC Meeting and 
5th African Regional 
Conference (AFRC) 

72nd IEC Meeting and 5th African 
Regional Conference (AfRC) will be 
held during 22-29 September 2021 at 
Marrakesh, Morocco. More details and 
procedures will be released as and 
when finalized. The Young Professional's 
Training Program (YP-TP) will also be 
organized during the 5th African Regional 
Conference.

73rd IEC Meeting and 
24th ICID Congress 

73rd IEC meeting and 24th ICID Congress 
will be held from 29 May to 6 June 
2022 at Adelaide, Australia, hosted by 
Irrigation Australia Ltd., and Irrigation 
Australia's Committee on Irrigation and 
Drainage (IACID). More details will be 
shared shortly.

Submission of 
Abstracts and Full 
Papers for 24th 
ICID Congress

IAL/ IACID/ICID much appreciate 
the time and efforts of the aspiring 
participants in submitting their abstracts 
for the ICID Congress and associated 
events and Irrigation Australia. All 
abstracts submitted till date stand 
automatically included for consideration. 
We are fortunate to have your 
wholehearted participation with more 
than 300 abstracts been approved for the 
submission of full-length papers, till date. 
We assure you that the submissions will 
remain valid throughout the period, and 
you may continue the preparation of your 
full-length papers and submit them on 
the portal for further review and inclusion 
in the proceedings of the Congress. 
Since the event is delayed, we have 
extended the dates for the submission 
of abstract/s and full-length papers 
substantially. Please visit the portal 
https://icidevents.org/techmanagement/ 
for the latest deadlines. If you wish to 
withdraw or edit your submission, you 
may do so at the above-mentioned portal 
for 24th Congress, Symposium, and 
Special Sessions.

However, we request you to not wait until 
the deadline and continue preparing for 
the full-length paper and submit the same 
online. Some of our friends who registered 
on the portal and have not submitted 
abstracts or papers for the Congress, 
still have the chance to showcase their 
work. This postponement offers a golden 
opportunity to do so now and catch up 
with your other friends.

10th International Micro 
Irrigation Conference: 
Dates will be announced later 
10th International Micro Irrigation 
Conference (10MIC) will be held during 
September 2022 as a stand-alone event 
in Agadir, Morocco. Final dates will be 
announced later. 

74th IEC Meeting and 
4th World Irrigation 

Forum (WIF4)
74th IEC Meeting and 4th World Irrigation 
Forum (WIF4) will be held during 16-22 
April 2023 in Beijing, China. 




